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ABSTRACT

This study investigates the limited use of picture storybooks in English language
teaching and the insufficient integration of Deep Learning and local wisdom in
Phase C learning materials. It aims to examine teachers’ use of picture
storybooks and analyze the incorporation of Deep Learning and local wisdom in
Phase C English learning materials. A qualitative approach using qualitative
content analysis was employed. The participants were 10 English teachers from
elementary and junior secondary schools in Kendal Regency. Data were
collected through observation, semi-structured interviews, and document
analysis, focusing on meaningful, mindful, and joyful learning and local
wisdom indicators. The findings reveal that picture storybooks are still rarely
used, with most teachers relying on conventional textbooks. The analyzed
textbooks primarily emphasize vocabulary, grammar, literal comprehension,
and written exercises, indicating limited implementation of Deep Learning.
Local wisdom is also minimally represented and is not substantially integrated
into narratives or learning activities. The study concludes that Phase C picture
storybooks should systematically integrate Deep Learning and local wisdom to
promote meaningful, contextual, and student-centered English learning.
Keywords: Deep Learning, English language learning, local wisdom, Phase C,
picture storybooks
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Introduction

The development of 21st century education places students as the center of learning
(student-centered learning) which is no longer oriented to the mastery of knowledge
alone, but also to the development of 21st-century competencies, character, creativity,
critical thinking, communication, and collaboration. In line with the implementation of
the Independent Curriculum, the learning process is directed to provide a meaningful,
contextual, and relevant learning experience to students' lives through the use of
innovative learning resources. In this context, teachers are required to choose learning
media that are able to encourage active engagement, exploration, reflection, and
continuous learning. One of the media that has these characteristics is a picture
storybook, because it integrates narrative, illustration, and story context so that it can
increase learning motivation, literacy skills, and students' understanding in a more
concrete way. The use of contextual media is also in line with the implementation of the
Independent Curriculum which emphasizes experiential learning and character
strengthening (Annisha, 2024; Mulyangga et al., 2024; Najib, 2026).

In learning English, picture story books are an effective medium to develop
listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills in an integrated manner. The combination
of text and illustrations helps students understand vocabulary, language structure, and
meaning through authentic context so that learning becomes more communicative and
meaningful. In addition to improving language competence, story-based media also
encourages students to connect material with real experiences, which has an impact on
increased learning engagement and critical thinking skills (Brown, 2022). This potential
is increasingly relevant to the direction of learning that integrates learning experiences,
student characteristics, and environmental context as part of student-centered learning
(Najib, 2026).

The transformation of education in Indonesia is also marked by the application of
the Deep Learning approach as a learning paradigm that emphasizes meaningful
learning, mindful learning, and joyful learning. From a pedagogical perspective, Deep
Learning is understood as an approach that encourages students to build deep
understanding through critical thinking, problem-solving, collaboration, communication,
reflection, and the application of knowledge in real life. Therefore, learning media does
not only function as a conveyor of information, but must also facilitate exploration and
authentic learning experiences. With these characteristics, picture storybooks have the
potential to be a medium that supports the implementation of Deep Learning principles in
English learning. However, empirical studies on the extent to which Deep Learning
content has been accommodated in Phase C picture storybooks are still relatively limited.

In addition to supporting deep learning, English teaching materials also need to
integrate local wisdom so that learning becomes more contextual and relevant to students'
lives. Local wisdom is a learning resource that is able to strengthen cultural identity,
character, and concern for the social environment without reducing the goal of mastering
foreign languages. Various studies show that the integration of local culture in learning
can increase learning motivation, strengthen character, and support the implementation
of the Independent Curriculum (Annisha, 2024; Yusuf, 2023). However, English teaching
materials used in schools are still dominated by package books that focus on linguistic
aspects, such as vocabulary, grammar, and written exercises, while the content of deep
learning and the context of local culture is still limited.
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Although research on picture storybooks, local wisdom, and English learning has
developed, most still focus on product development or media effectiveness testing.
Studies that specifically analyze the content of picture storybooks from the perspective of
Deep Learning and local wisdom, especially in Phase C picture storybooks, are still
limited. In fact, content analysis is needed to assess the extent to which the teaching
materials have contained meaningful, contextual, and learning experiences that are
meaningful, contextual, and in accordance with the direction of the Independent
Curriculum policy. Based on these gaps, this study aims to analyze the content of Deep
Learning and local wisdom in Phase C picture storybooks for English language learning.
The results of the research are expected to make a theoretical contribution to the
development of teaching material analysis studies as well as become a practical reference
for teachers, writers, and media developers in producing picture storybooks that are more
contextual, meaningful, and in accordance with the needs of English learning.

Methods

This study uses a qualitative approach with a qualitative content analysis method to
analyze the content of Deep Learning and local wisdom in Phase C picture storybooks in
English learning. This approach was chosen because it allows researchers to identify,
categorize, and interpret the content of documents systematically based on the categories
that have been determined so that they are appropriate for evaluating the quality of
teaching materials (Creswell, J. W., & Creswell, 2023; Mayring, 2023).

The research subject involved 10 elementary and junior high school teachers in
Kendal Regency who were selected using purposive sampling techniques based on their
experience in using or getting to know picture storybooks as a learning medium. The
object of the research is a Phase C picture storybook that is used or recommended in
learning English.

Data was collected through observation, semi-structured interviews, and document
analysis. Observations were carried out to obtain an overview of the use of picture
storybooks in learning, while interviews aimed to explore teachers' perceptions of the use
of books. Document analysis was carried out on the content of the book using instruments
compiled based on Deep Learning indicators, namely meaningful learning, mindful
learning, and joyful learning, as well as indicators of local wisdom which include cultural
values, traditions, folklore, regional potential, local environment, and character values.

Data analysis is carried out using thematic analysis through the stages of data
organization, coding, category grouping, theme determination, interpretation, and
drawing conclusions. The analysis process refers to the principle of qualitative content
analysis, which is to systematically develop categories based on theoretical frameworks
and empirical findings so as to produce an in-depth interpretation of the content of the
document (Mayring, 2023). The results of the analysis are presented descriptively to
illustrate the level of fulfillment of Deep Learning content and local wisdom in Phase C
picture storybooks as English learning media.
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Findings and Discussion

The Dominance of Package Books and the Limited Use of Picture
Storybooks

The results showed that 7 out of 10 teachers (70%) still use conventional package
books as the main medium of learning English, while 3 teachers (30%) have used or
developed digital picture storybooks. These findings show that the use of picture
storybooks at Phase C is still relatively low. Teachers tend to choose package books
because they are available, easy to use, and have a material structure that is in harmony
with the curriculum. This condition indicates that the diversification of contextual and
innovative learning resources has not been fully implemented in English language
learning. In fact, student-centered learning requires media that is able to connect the
material with the experiences and characteristics of their learning environment
(Rahmawati et al., 2025).

(n=10 guru)

Picture Storvbooks Conventional Textbooks

Figure 1. The use of media

Pedagogically, picture storybooks have the potential to provide a more concrete
learning experience through a combination of text, illustration, and storylines. This
combination can help students understand vocabulary and the meaning of language in
context, while increasing engagement and literacy. The integration of local wisdom in
picture storybooks can also strengthen students' understanding of the culture and values
in their environment while supporting character development and literacy skills (Jannah,
2025; Lestari et al., 2025). Research by Tiarnita et al. (Tiarnita et al., 2026) shows that
picture book media can support language learning through visual presentations that help
students' understanding. Meanwhile, Rosnaningsih et al. (Rosnaningsih., 2025)
emphasized the need for more contextual and interactive English learning media,
especially those that integrate local wisdom. The findings of this study are also in line with
Hidayat and Purbosari (Hidayat, F. N., & Purbosari, 2025) and (Yunita et al., 2024), who
show that storybooks and e-picture storybooks based on local wisdom have the potential
to improve literacy, vocabulary mastery, and student involvement. Thus, the low use of
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picture storybooks shows more problems of media adoption and utilization than the
limitations of its pedagogical potential.

These findings have implications for the need to develop English teaching materials
that are more contextual and in accordance with the direction of Deep Learning. Picture
storybooks can be designed not only as a visual medium to understand the text, but also as
a means of building meaningful, reflective, and fun learning through stories that are close
to the lives of learners. The integration of local wisdom also allows students to learn
English while recognizing the culture, environment, and values of their community.
Therefore, it is necessary to develop a Phase C picture storybook that systematically
integrates the principles of Deep Learning and local wisdom. This kind of media is
expected to be able to expand the learning experience, increase student involvement, and
shift learning from the dominance of package books to English learning that is more
contextual, meaningful, and student-centered.

Deep Learning Content in English Package Books Is Not Optimal

The results of the analysis show that the Phase C English package book has not
accommodated the principles of Deep Learning optimally. The material is still dominated
by vocabulary, grammar, and text-based exercises. For example, the text of The Lion and
the Mouse is presented in the form of cloze text that instructs students to complete the
missing words based on the reading. These activities emphasize mastery of linguistic
elements and literal understanding rather than deep construction of meaning. Students
have not been directed to connect the content of the story with their experiences,
environment, or problems of daily life. These findings show that the function of books still
tends to be a means of delivering material, not as a source of learning experiences that
encourage exploration and application of knowledge. In a pedagogical perspective, Deep
Learning places meaningful, conscious, and fun learning as an essential part of a holistic
learning experience (Andayanie et al., 2025; Nafi’ah & Faruq, 2025).
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Figure 2. Students Textbooks

Judging from the aspect of meaningful learning, the material analyzed has not
provided adequate opportunities for students to relate knowledge to real-life contexts.
The story of The Lion and the Mouse, for example, can actually be developed into a
discussion about helping, empathy, and social relationships, but the book only directs
students to completing language tasks. This pattern causes the potential of stories as
contextual learning experiences to not be utilized optimally. This finding is similar to the
results of Izzah et al. (Izzah et al., 2023) analysis of reading exercises in English textbooks,
which shows the need to strengthen Higher Order Thinking Skills activities so that
teaching materials do not stop at the ability to remember and understand. Thus, the books
analyzed are still stronger on the achievement of linguistic competence than the process of
building understanding, interpreting information, and transferring knowledge to
authentic situations.

In terms of mindful learning, students’ engagement in activities such as analysis,
argumentation, reflection, and evaluation remains limited. Activities such as reading,
answering questions, and completing written exercises have not consistently provided
opportunities for students to question information, articulate reasons, evaluate the story’s
message, or reflect on its relevance to their lives. This situation indicates that textbooks do
not yet fully support the characteristics of deep learning, which require students’ cognitive
and reflective engagement. A study by Fatihah et al. (Fatihah et al., 2025) emphasizes that
integrating the aspects of meaningful, mindful, and joyful learning is necessary to create a
more holistic learning experience, while Andayanie et al. (Andayanie et al., 2025) identify
reflection, personalization, and active engagement as crucial components in the
implementation of Deep Learning. Therefore, the research findings indicate that the
textbooks analyzed still require strengthening in contextual, analytical, reflective, and
applied activities to better align with the principles of Deep Learning.
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The Content of Local Wisdom in Picture Storybooks is Still Limited

The results of the analysis show that the content of phase C picture storybooks is still
dominated by general themes, such as daily activities, school life, family, friendship, and
hobbies. Although the theme is in accordance with the students' experiences, elements of
local wisdom have not been adequately seen in narratives, illustrations, and learning
activities. Folklore, traditions, arts, traditional games, regional potential, and cultural
values of the local community have not been used as a context for learning English. As a
result, the learning experiences students gain tend to be general and do not fully connect
language learning to their socio-cultural environment. This condition is important to note
because teaching materials based on local wisdom can provide a context that is closer to
the student's experience while strengthening the relevance of learning. Putri's research
(Putri, 2023) for example, shows that English reading teaching materials based on local
wisdom can support literacy development through a more relevant cultural context.
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Figure 3. Textbook Content

The integration of local wisdom in picture storybooks should not only be in the form
of inserting place names or cultural images, but needs to be a substantive part of the
storyline, characters, setting, values, and learning activities. With this approach, students
can learn vocabulary and language skills while understanding the cultural values
contained in their environment. A systematic study by Lestari et al. (Lestari et al., 2025) of
24 articles shows that the integration of folklore, traditional values, and regional
narratives in picture storybooks has the potential to support culturally responsive reading
and learning understanding. These findings are strengthened by Jannah (Jannah, 2025),
who shows that the development of picture storybooks based on local wisdom can be used
to strengthen character education through the introduction of the value of cooperation in
local culture. The findings are also in line with Reformana et al. (Reformana et al., 2024)
who show that English teaching materials based on local wisdom can improve students'
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speaking competence and cross-cultural competence through a learning context that is
close to their social and cultural environment.

The findings of this study show that the picture storybooks analyzed have not fully
utilized the potential of local wisdom as a learning resource. This condition is important
because picture storybooks have the power to connect text, visuals, and narratives so that
they are relatively easy to develop into learning media based on cultural contexts.
Therefore, the development of Phase C picture storybooks needs to be directed at the
integration of authentic local wisdom through folklore, tradition, environment, art,
games, food, and social values of the local community. The integration not only enriches
the English learning context, but can also support students' literacy, character, and
cultural awareness. Thus, picture storybooks can double function as a medium for
linguistic competence development as well as a means of strengthening cultural identity.
These findings also reinforce the need to present English teaching materials that not only
adapt to the global context, but are able to bring together language learning with cultural
realities that are close to the lives of students.

Conclusion

Based on the results of the study, the use of picture storybooks in Phase C English
learning is still relatively limited. Most teachers still rely on conventional package books
as the main source of learning, while the use of picture storybooks, especially in digital
form, has not yet become a dominant practice. This condition shows that the use of more
contextual, visual, and student-centered learning media has not fully developed in
English learning practices.

The results of the analysis of the package book show that the content of Deep
Learning principles has not been optimally accommodated. Learning materials and
activities are more oriented towards mastering vocabulary, grammar, literal
comprehension, and completing written exercises. The aspect of meaningful learning is
not yet strong because students have not been directed to connect the material with real
life experiences and experiences. Similarly, the aspect of mindful learning is still limited
because the activities of analysis, argumentation, reflection, evaluation, and application
of knowledge have not received adequate space. Thus, the books analyzed have not fully
supported an in-depth, contextual, and reflective learning experience.

In the aspect of local wisdom, the results of the analysis show that the content of
local culture in picture storybooks is still limited. The content uses more general themes
that are close to the lives of students, but has not substantively integrated folklore,
traditions, arts, traditional games, regional potential, the environment, and local socio-
cultural values. The integration of local wisdom has not yet become an inherent part of the
narrative, characters, setting, or learning activities. This condition shows that the picture
storybooks analyzed have not fully utilized the local context as a source of learning
English.

Overall, this study shows that there is a gap between the potential of picture
storybooks as a learning medium and the pedagogical and cultural content contained in
the teaching materials analyzed. Phase C picture storybooks have the opportunity to
support more meaningful and contextual English language learning, but their
development needs to be systematically directed to integrate the principles of
meaningful, mindful, and joyful learning as well as local wisdom. Therefore, the results of
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this study confirm the importance of developing English teaching materials that are not
only oriented towards linguistic competence, but also able to provide an in-depth learning
experience while strengthening students' connection with their social and cultural
environment.
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